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BeneLon II - Find the Gap

„Join the queue for melons!“

opening: 12th October 2006, at 7 p.m. at the Centre for Central European Architecture

exhibition opened by: Radek Kolařík

13th October – 26th November 2006, Centre for Central European Architecture, U Půjčovny 4, Praha 1, www.ccea.cz
sponsor of CCEA: City of Prague, Ministry of culture of Czech republic

exhibition sponsor: AI.DESIGN s.r.o., ILFOprint s.r.o., COPY GENERAL s.r.o.
media partners: ERA21, Radio1, www.archiweb.cz

Also in this autumn, the Centre for Central European Architecture in Prague keeps promoting the projects which present contemporary architecture in an untraditional way, employ experimental methods and use novel art media. This all is also true of the BeneLon project, which was started by the Agents group in 2004. Agents, a group of young architects: Vendula Hladíkova, Bernarda Štorch and Štěpán Toman, have decided to take other than traditional ways to architecture presentation. In their interpretation even the word BeneLon conveys a picture of virtual version of an urban organism where the fragments of Benešov and London, the cities which the authors know very well, meet and penetrate each other.

BeneLon is an experiment, an architectural vision of the town, an organism which transforms with every new information or with every new standpoint. Its final version does not exist, as the authors point out: “everybody has a possibility to influence BeneLon, to add new information”.

While the first part of the project (Museum of Art and Design in Benešov, autumn 2005) introduced the beginnings and development of BeneLon (the prehistory of the space), the BeneLon II – Find the Gap project aims at the gaps tracing in the contemporary world. The authors perceive the ‘gaps’ also as the meeting points of the real and the virtual.

The exhibition in Centre for Central European Architecture, in their exhibition space by the main station, presents one of possible ‘gaps’ – an imaginary market stand with melons which is placed on the treshold of two realities, where the shift of time, space and movement take place. In this context, ‘the queue for melons’ becomes a gate into a parallel world – to BeneLon.

The three architects invited other 23 architects to join the BeneLon project. The artists, who come from the Czech Republic and abroad, and their ‘inputs’ have been influencing the project from its very beginning (Midori Ainoura & Christian Hilber, Ben van Berkel & Caroline Boss, Matt Crawford, Kristýna Čiprová, Fi3er.com, Alice Fung, Jan Hladík, Alan Hills, Eva Jiřičná, DEL KARIO, Intergalactic corporation, Takatomo Kashiwabara, Radek Kolařík,Denisa Kollmannová, Michal Kunc, ClaudioLucchesi, Petr Maléř, Vanda Příhonská, PTW, Kas Oosterhuis & Ilona Lénard, Lars Spuybroek, Jakub Srpa, Vendula Šafářová, Tomáš Veselý and others).
