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Disconnected. Connected!

2006: Architecture and DJing
Disconnected. Connected! concentrates on the presentation of the youngest architectonical generation and the connection of architecture with another creative field – this year with DJing. 

Disconnected. – final theses of students of architecture, selection from all schools in Czech Republic (2006)

Connected! – professional DJs:  Blue, Brooklyn aka Juanita Juarez, Kaplick, Nika 77, Nitrous, Stanzim, MKS, Yukimura, Akira, Silent Cut, curator of the music part Babe LN
date: 



16. 3. – 30. 4. 2006
opening: 


15. 3. 2006, 7 pm
press conference: 

15. 3. 2006, 11.00, CCEA
location: 


Centre for Central European Architecture (CCEA),
U Půjčovny 4, Praha 1, www.ccea.cz
Project prepared by:            CCEA in 2005
Fallowing program:
DJs, VJs a architektura:
10. 3. 2006 8 pm, Cross Club
Past-Present-Future:
16. 3. 2006 6 pm, CCEA

Start Architecture:

22. 3. 2006 7 pm, NoD / Roxy
Exposed project by 

architecture:
Radoslav Dvořák, Lukáš Fišer, Věra Šatochinová,

Petr Štefek, Jakub Tejkl, Viktor Vlach

Exposed music by 

DJing:

Blue, Brooklyn aka Juanita Juarez, Kaplick,

Nika 77, Nitrous, Stanzim, MKS, Yukimura, Akira, Silent Cut

The cycle Disconnected. Connected! was put together for several reasons, which correspond with the overall orientation of the Centre for Central European Architecture:

Disconnected.

It enables young graduates of faculties of architecture to present their work in public. It forces them to go over their diploma thesis once more and summarize its interpretation in two minutes of spoken word, which then become a part of the installation.  

It offers the public a selection of study results of graduates from all faculties of architecture in the CR at one place and therefore it makes it possible to compare individual schools. 

We defend and explain our choice of the exposed projects in the following text. But it can generally be said that from every school we try to present projects which are interesting mainly due to the ideological approach of the author to the elaborated problem. 

Connected!

The second part of this exhibition cycle is an effort to connect architecture with another artistic field. The selected architectonical diploma projects become an impulse for the creation of artistic pieces by students of creative specializations. 

Last year, when the exhibition was organized for the first time, we got together architects and animators. This year we asked for cooperation professional DJs, who have worked on the music inspired by the given projects. The curator of this part was Babe LN.
The input of their work is open to their own approach and concept. By their own work they should react to the architectonical project.

We enjoy the combining of specializations. It generates new possibilities how to look upon architecture. We are trying to provoke wider communication deduced from unconventional reflection of architectonical work. 

Catalogue

A DVD with the individual architecture projects, music and vj´s graphic is accompanying the project
A few words to the exposed projects and DJs:

Pilgrim Church in the Doupovské Mountains

Jakub Tejkl (Academy of Arts, Architecture and Design in Prague)

The oval perimeter wall of the church resembles a boat set in the surrounding landscape. The vertical of the tower matches the horizontal line of the country. The central structure comprises two sacral structure archetypes: a tower with a belfry and a chapel. The central nave is not roofed; it is made from fine woven perimeter walls of steel netting and the blue sky.

CCEA notes

The church itself does not solve the problem of the preservation of nature; it tries to protect man in nature. We like to choose projects that convey a strong idea, not regarding much less if they could be built or not.

In the times when architecture has to face the pressure from investors and occasional nonsense building regulations, and also in the times when architecture is separated from art, this project tries to show how a pilgrim becomes a builder; he thus plays a role that is one of basic human instinct: building.

The project was chosen for its original idea, where the spiritual transforms into an action; but also for its high quality of presentation. The author does not present technical parameters and many details thus making it light and fresh, not tiring the audience with useless excessive technical detailing. 

A village for refugees at U Nové hospody

Radoslav Dvořák (Czech Technical University in Prague, Faculty of Architecture [FA ČVUT])
The aim of this architectural and spatial planning project was to design a village for 150 refugees and staff. The solution was designed with ecological and economic requirements, but above all, the design should function as a system of integration in a host county and offer not only accommodation but also spaces for daily activities, work, education and relaxation. The village was created to be independent and self-sufficient, and operate smoothly especially from ecological point of view.

CCEA notes

The Master’s thesis maps one of the recent problems of today and it creates strong optimism from three reasons: it is consistent in preparatory work for a Master’s theses, profound topic evaluation and the author’s ability to persevere through five years of school training where the students of ZAN* face the attack of norms, toilet measurement specifications, simple shapes, pure and of logical architecture which has a “deep” thought and true use of materials.

He “survived” because, it seems, the submitted project comprises all the norms and technical parameters but it still is different from what is taught at FA ČVUT.

The decisive point for choosing Radoslav Dvořák’s work was his determination in naming taboos by their correct names, all based on an analysis in which he invested a considerable amount of energy. We might not be breathless by the esthetics, based on a cultural mix that is transformed into prehistoric structures – homes, still the ‘strong‘ idea is the core of this project.

*ZAN – basics of architectural design – a studio in the first year of study at FA ČVUT, where students very often “design” buildings without being asked about the meaning of a structure, construction, architecture.

Reclamation of the Severoceske coal field
Věra Šatochinová (Czech Technical University in Prague, Faculty of Architecture)
The basin of the coal field is 20x70 square kilometers and lies between Kadan and Ústí nad Labem. Various specialists should cooperate at the project of country reclamation. Ecologists, natural scientists, gamekeepers, and sociologists have a role, and not excluding the role of architects. In her Marster‘s thesis she tries to solve one part of the project, the architectural one, with an effort to also explore ecological issues.

CCEA notes

The design of Věra Šatochinová used the opposite approach to the solution of reclamation of the country devastated by mining. There would have been done only a superficial revitalization of what we had done to the country, as it used to be in the past. But an energetic independent system was created that would revitalize the devastated area where ‘scars’ become advantages. The project was chosen and recognized because of its overall solution that in the future, might also change the approach of great spatial planners and that in 2038 we will be taking projects like this for granted.

New centre at Slavonín – north in Olomouc

Lukáš Fišer (Brno University of Technology, Faculty of Architecture)

The urban project of a new centre in Slavonín - north in Olomouc deals with the problem of a park, town hall, residential buildings and business areas.

CCEA notes

An interesting example of how even in mega structures that are usually a public investment, real program and real needs of the area can be respected and still offer enough space for leisure activities and the residents. The architecture of the individual structures is clear and the function is obvious already by their exterior. We chose the project because the grid of the built-up area and the organic layout are not a cliché, but a functional coexistence.

Ideal Náchod

Viktor Vlach (Academy of Fine Arts in Prague)

The ideal plan of a hometown is the topic of this Master’s thesis. The author has known his hometown Náchod for a quarter of a century and he is well aware of its problems and difficulties. The town is in this design is seen as a living organism. The aim of the new urban solution is to make Náchod a healthy entity – a sound body or at least to provoke thinking that will, in the course of time, heal the organism.

CCEA notes

The author offers several solutions that change the town’s character. Simple shapes of a cylinder and a prism are transformed into houses, which enrich the town with functions that have been missing.

The confidence of the author in using the simplest shapes would in reality surely face disfavour from the local authorities, investors, approval offices, the public as well as contemporary urban planners. However, it sets a platform for a discussion. The project was chosen as a manifesto of contemporary Czech urban planning.
Train station Hradec Králové

Peter Štefek (Technical University in Liberec)

After the architect Václav Rajchl finished the train station in Hradec Králové, it was one of the most generous transport structures in the former Czechoslovakia. Even though railway transport has lost its leading position, the contemporary designs do not reflect this fact and takes up large areas of town space with no use. The bus station is also an example of an inconveniently situated premise. The aim of the Master’s thesis is to create a common station complex for all kinds of local transport and, at the same time, to foster the importance of the heritage structure.

CCEA notes

The project shows an interesting way of how to join the needs of the public who are consumers and at the same time voters. The interconnection of the public and the commercial functions is a necessity that will have to be solved in the future. Peter Štefek’s project transformed this challenge into an interesting contemporary architecture, which is set in the ‘underground’ of accepted architectural design where the mix of functions is an unusual social experiment. The project was chosen for its architectural expression as well as for the choice of problem that is now highly topical.

About the DJs

Blue

Blue started with djing in 1996. Thanks to the D-Smack-U agency he became a resident in Prague’s Roxy club. He plays in clubs and at festivals in the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, Austria, the Netherlands and England. Since 1999 he has been organising “residential night sessions” where he, with his guests and new talents, aim to introduce progressive streams in the dance scene. He has been making his own music since 2000. He started with a remix project Blue & Clad (Ecstasy of St. Theresa, Tatabojs, Here, Priessnitz) and then in a freestyle stage project of Lazy Jimmy with Jan P. Muchow. At present he is working on his own compositions and remixes. He also makes theatrical stage music and cooperates in theatre projects (Divadlo Komedie, Bohnická Divadelní Společnost, Divadelní Společnost NUN, Národní Divadlo, Činoherní Studio Ústí nad Labem, Spolek DAMARU, Divadelní Spolek Davida Drábka, DAMU 2006).
Brooklyn aka Juanita Juarez

This producer from Prague attracted attention mainly by the Spa Boy album, released in 2003 by the Quazi Delict label. The album, a combination of drum&bass, downtempo and experimental sound, was nominated for the prize by the Academy of Popular Music. 
Then his remixes for the Ecstasy of St. Theresa, Skyline, and the Slovak Veneer and the most recent sets for Prague‘s Khoiba were released.

At present he is playing a clubbier version of drum&bass. He started his music career as Juanita Juarez and made two LPs; now, as Brooklyn, his single was released by British Spearhead and in March 2006 his composition With All My Heart will be released by the Norwegian label Subtitles. There are also many other works ready to be published by some 

British independent record publishers. Brooklyn was appreciated by other DJs, e.g. Pendulum and Fresh (Brakbeat Kaos), Nu:Ton (Hospital), Brian G, LTJ Bukem (Good Looking Records), Calyx, Mathematics, Big Buda and many others.

Apart from this Brooklyn alias Juanita Juarez has created some jingles for Radio 1, his compositions are used at the theatre productions, many compilations and most recently in a new Czech-Finnish film Restart.

Kaplick

Kaplick’s sets are mostly breakbeat dance arrangements with progressive tunes. His compositions are influenced by the sound of the labels like Maine Parade, Aceetate or Kilowatt. He djed with the most foreign breakbeat stars who have played in the Czech Republic: Adam Freeland, Rennie Pilgrem, B.L.I.M., Elite Force, DJ Hyper, Lee Coombs, Koma + Bones, Aquasky vs Masterblaster, FC Kahuna, Freestylers, Krafty Kuts, Tayo. At present he is cooperating with Josef Sedloň on a Radio 1 breakbeat programme called Breakbeat Conference. He is a resident at breakbeat club parties at Breaksome in Roxy club and in Funkilla in Casta in Liberec.

Nika 77

She has been djing since 1997 and has played in the most popular clubs in the Czech Republic, Slovakia, England, Hungary, Germany, Sweden, Russia, Poland, Belgium, Croatia, Serbia and Herzegovina. In Prague she is a resident of the Connect Yourself events (Radost FX, Roxy) which are organized by the largest dance music server in the Czech Republic, www.techno.cz . She performs under their label; mostly she plays techno but occasionally minimal/deep house and experimental, ambient electronic music.

At present she is working in a studio, and also is trying to establish her own label. She has made several sets for TechEx label (002 and 003), Fylo and Ambsine (Vol. 1). 

Stanzim

He has been closely tied to music since 1991, when he started to work for Radio 1 that had just been established. He started with industrial electronic music and Manchester guitar scene and currently he performs dance music. He prefers compositions with varying rhythm in different tempo – from jungle through breakbeat to downtempo. His regular performances can be seen in the Prague clubs: Roxy, Cross, Matrix, Akropolis, Punto Azul, XT3, 7 vlků. Outside Prague, he has played in Ostrava, Plzeň, Český Krumlov, Brno, Olomouc, Kladno, Vrchlabí, etc.

He regularly plays at Creamfields, Open Airfield, Colours of Ostrava, Cosmic Trip, Sázavafest, Czech-tech, and many other festivals. He also performs abroad: in Vienna, Paris, Bratislava, Košice.

With Jan Kvasnička he established a music production house QDR in 1998. They mainly produce CDs (Floex, Juanita Juarez, Alvik, Bratři Orffové). The remixed collection for Universal (Ivan Král) and New Gate (Priessnitz) were produced here. Stoika (dnb) and TT22 (breaks) are sub labels of QDR.

He prepares reports for a stylish programme called Paskvil in ČTV2 (Czech tv), and is also a contributor of Radiopaskvil, a monthly radio programme at ČRo3 – Vltava (Czech radio).

Nitrous

He has been playing since 1998 in Czech, Hungarian, Austrian and Slovak clubs. He is also an editor of the Czech music server www.shadowbox.cz. The Shadowbox programme at Radio 1 is his author project. In 2000 he won the Djs awards.

Yakimura

He is one of the most universal Czech DJs, a messenja with a broad span of interest, overcoming by far the divisions of contemporary electronic and acoustic dance music. He also works as a producer and sound engineer in his own studio at Žižkov where many remixes and CDs have been released. Last year he set up the Kaliyuga Sound company, where he produces and promotes a fusion of Asian and oriental music with electronic sound, that is also called Asian underground.

Akira

He mostly plays in Karlové Vary, but very often is a guest at music nights at home and abroad. He is a turntableist, an editor of www.shadowbox.cz and a member of the Dubwize Project.
Silent Cut

He has been attached to music since 1996 when he got the first music software. After a series of abstract projects dave6 and ninsei, where he not only massively sampled but also experimented with computer game sound, he is now playing downtempo and breakbeat but sometimes, for a change, he gets into dnb. In the Rotes Berlin club he is trying to set a Wednesday tradition of FLOWMASTER sessions, where he plays with Master Emsy (BowWave). 

While working with music he got interested in design. After his first amateur designs of CD and video covers he also started to design posters, web pages, flash animations, photomontages and T-shirt designs.

Curator for the music part of the project: Babe LN (Radio 1)

Babe LN graduated from the Academy of Fine Arts, and majored in Multimedia. She surely belongs among the legends of the Czech dance scene and djing world. She has played with the stars like Ltj Bukem and Mc Conrad, Zinc, Ed Rush, High Contrast, D-Bridge, Fabio and many others.
Conception and realization: Centre for Central European Architecture in 2006
Curators: Jana Kostelecká, Igor Kovačević, Yvette Vašourková
Curator of DJing: Babe LN
Production: Jana Kostelecká

Exhibition design: Igor Kovačević, Yvette Vašourková (MOBA)
Graphic design: Petr Štěpán
Consultation of the sound installation: Soundsquare Technology, s.r.o.

Recording of the authors text: Recording studio ELA Praha – hudební skladatel Vítězslav Maštalíř (www.claireton-chorale.com) 
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Medial support: ERA 21, ex, HYPE, Kino Aero, Radio 1, Respekt, XMAG, zoom, www.architecture.sk, www.archiweb.cz, www.breakbeat.cz, www.shadowbox.cz, www.techno.cz 
Centre for Central European Architecture, U Půjčovny 4, 110 00 Praha 1, tel./fax: +420 222 222 521, www.ccea.cz
