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A project mapping opinions and production of outstanding Czech architects against the background of socio-political transformation in the last fifty years. Today’s trends in exhibiting architecture, grounded on presenting realized projects through professionally handled photography, visualizations and projections, have been deliberately rejected. The project does not want to be a “walk through contemporary Czech architecture”. It aims to become the basis for contemplation on the position of architects, responsibility of the profession towards the society.
exhibition date:


April 12 – May 13, 2008
exhibition site:
The Brno House of Arts, House of the Lords of Kunštát,
Dominikánská 9, Brno
opening:


March 11, 2008, 6 pm
press conference:


March 11, 2008, 11 am
project prepared by:

Centre for Central European Architecture (CCEA)

in 2006–2007, www.ccea.cz
partner of the exhibition in Brno: The Brno House of Arts, www.dum-umeni.cz
Generation+
is a research project run by the Centre for Central European Architecture (CCEA) focused on mapping production and opinions of three generations of Czech architects: generation 50+ - its members studied and worked in the totalitarian regime for a significant part of their career, generation 40+ - its members studied at the time of normalization when they also started work which, however, continues under fully competitive conditions after the revolution, and eventually generation 30+ who both studied and started work in a democratic country.

The beginning of the research saw the question of whether there is any common denominator in contemporary Czech architecture, in the form of a “generation link” perhaps, or the contrary whether “generation gaps” are typical of it, caused by different socio-political conditions in the last fifty years under which Czech architects have worked.
Oral history of Czech Architecture
The project Generation+ is based on authentic recalls of individual architects. Visual documentation of production, preferred most at present, is second in importance. Today’s trends in exhibiting architecture, grounded on presenting realized projects through professionally handled photography, visualizations and projections, have been rejected by the curators: authors’ thoughts remain the core of interest – oral tradition of Czech architecture from the second half of the 20th century to now.
Comments of included authors cover political changes of the last decades from the perspective of their profession, personal opinion, instructing architecture, the question of influence in the field, quality of theoretical thinking about it and the status of architects in today’s neo-liberal society. Personal remarks also complement presented production.
The number of works by individual architects is based on their belonging to certain generation: generation 50+ architects were asked by the CCEA curators to choose three realized projects from their work so far they consider a turning point – be it from the professional or personal point of view. Generation 40+ should have chosen two realized projects, and eventually generation 30+ one.

Besides realized projects the exhibition also presents abandoned projects – unbuilt houses or abandoned competitions, won and lost, as it is these very competitions where greater authenticity and freer architectural opinion might often show. Abandoned projects feature three works in all three generations. The exhibition also presents diploma projects by included architects that are usually hidden to the public but which can show what conditions they had studied in and offer the possibility of comparison with their further architectural tendencies.
In spite of the fact that architecture is impossible to do independently of other arts, the CCEA curators decided to show Czech architects as individuals – not as stars of the local scene but as authors who present themselves with their stands that are not misinterpreted by any investors’ will, grudge of the authorities, nor any other limitations by which architecture is restricted.
The project does not want to be a “walk through contemporary Czech architecture”. It aims to become the basis for contemplation on the position of architects, responsibility of the profession towards the society. Concurrently it would like to contribute to the breach of one recurrent notion and that is that cooperation with architects means a non-affordable luxury – that is also why the curators decided they want visitors to meet the architects “in person”: bz means of their opinions, work, appearance. The exhibition features full-size photographs of all included authors.

The exhibition also features an appeal to visitors – the general public, theoreticians and architects to send their suggestions and comments on the exhibition to generace@ccea.cz. They can also send there reactions to hosted discussions that will complement the associated programme.

To cooperate on the selection of architects representing the given generations three theoreticians of architecture were asked: Rostislav Koryčánek – generation 50+, Jana Tichá – generation 40+, Adam Gebrian – generation 30+.

List of Exhibited Architects 

50+: 16 architects – Mirko Baum, Jan Bočan, Josef Kiszka, Ivan Koleček, Ladislav Lábus, Jan Línek, Miroslav Masák, Vlado Milunić, Josef Pleskot, Martin Rajniš, Viktor Rudiš,
Jiří Suchomel, Petr Suske, Jaroslav Šafer, Alena Šrámková, David Vávra
40+: 19 architects – Markéta Cajthamlová, Jakub Cigler, Stanislav Fiala, Zdeněk Fránek, Jan Jehlík, Milan Jirovec, Roman Koucký, Pavla Kordovská, Michal Kohout, Radek Kolařík, Petr Malinský, Antonín Novák, Luboš Pata, Petr Pelčák, Tomáš Prouza, Alexandr Skalický, Ján Stempel, Jaroslav Zima, Ivan Wahla
30+: 18 architects – Kamila Amblerová, Martina Buřičová, Adam Halíř, Pavel Hnilička, Marek Chalupa, Petr Janda, David Kraus, Kamil Mrva, Pavel Nasadil, Osamu Okamura,
Jitka Ressová, Jan Schindler, Svatopluk Sládeček, Markéta Smrčková,
Marcela Steinbachová, Prokop Tomášek, Petr Uhlík, Yvette Vašourková

Generation+

Associated Programme – hosted discussions on site of the exhibition, starting at 6 pm
March 20, 2008: Political Background of Architecture, presented by Jana Tichá 

March 27, 2008: Relation of Master and Scholar, presented by Igor Kovačević 

April 3, 2008: Associations and Architectural Groups, presented by Maria Toplčanská
and Radek Suchánek
Centre for Central European Architecture (CCEA)
– an alternatives space for further education in architecture. Its activities include getting the medium of current architecture closer to both the professional and general public by means of its programme which features lectures, public debates, workshops and exhibitions. Research based both theoretically and practically blends together architecture with other humanities and arts and disciplines. The ambition of independence is decisive and hard-and-fast for our activities. We do not perceive our mission as mere popularization of architecture but mainly as searching for architectural identity in the space we live in.
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