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Centre for Central European Architecture in cooperation with Raiffeisen Building Society (RSTS) would like to invite you to a lecture by
BKK-3
as a part of the series

Architects in RSTS. A Dialogue of Contemporary Housing
Lecture: Franz Sumnitsch, studio BKK-3, Vienna, Austria

On Monday 30th October 2006 at 6 p.m., at RSTS headquarters - Koněvova 99, Praha 3

Concept: Centre for Central European Architecture 

Production: Centre for Central European Architecture

Project cooperation: Raiffeisen Building Society
Graphic design: Petr Štěpán

Media partners: ERA 21, Radio1, www.archiweb.cz

More info at www.ccea-info.org, www.rsts.cz, www-bkk-3.com
As the number of places at the meeting room could you confirm your presence at the lecture at info@ccea-info.org or by phone +420 222 248 118. Thank you for your understanding.

The Architects in RSTS project gives us an opportunity to meet with established Austrian architects and to discuss key issues about architectural design (What differences are there in architectural practice in the Czech Republic and in Austria? How do they receive commissions? What is the most time consuming activity in the practice of young architects? Do Czech and Austrian architects have equal possibilities for gaining public commissions in their countries? Which fields of architecture are the most interesting for investors in each country? What support is given to residential building construction?).

The aim of the lectures is to open a dialogue on contemporary housing between the Czech and Austrian architects. Not only the professionals but the general public as well will appreciate the significant contribution of the comparison of Czech and Austrian architectural scenes.

Centre for Central European Architecture (CCEA) continues with organizing the series of lectures given by the young progressive studios from Austria also in autumn 2006. After the exhibitions of Querkraft, Delugan Meissl and AllesWirdGut, it is now the BKK-3 studio that will be presenting their architecture in Prague.

Raiffeisen Building Society (RSTS) has decided to support the series of lectures held in their headquartes in Žižkov, Prague. It will help inform a wide public about the work of important Austrian architects, who are rightly considered as the leading figures in their field in central Europe.

BKK-3 (Baukünstlerkollektiv)

Johny Winter, Franz Sumnitsch

BKK-3 is the third generation of BKK (Bakünstlerkollektiv) studio that was established in the 1980s in Vienna by Franz Sumnitsch (*1961) and John Winter (*1949). Their realizations rank BKK-3 among the young progressive architectural offices that are open to innovative spatial and formal solutions.

The Viennese alternative architectural movement of the 1980s, which was created as a response to stereotypical residential building solutions, served as a background for formation of BKK’s architectural perspective. Its understanding of architecture reflected particular requirements of building users (so called Participatory planning). BKK architecture is therefore formed in a close mutual cooperation with a developer.

The Matznergasse residential building in Vienna, so called Sargfabrik, built between 1994 and 1996 can be seen as a manifesto of BKK design. The structure containing 75 various apartment layouts can serve as an example of historic building regeneration as well as an illustration of loft spaces solutions, which are now very popular in Vienna.

Sargfabrik has revived the idea of community living in an interesting way and thus indirectly continues the tradition of Viennese “Hofs”. The structure thus provides not only residential spaces but also amenities (a large-scale community kitchen, playground, garden).

To some extent Sargfabrik can be linked to Unité d´habitation. Compared to Le Corbusier, BKK-3 does not close up or separate the housing development from the city and the public. In this point “coffin (Sarg) factory” breaks the borders of housing typology and links the social living with commercial functions of a town.

Apart from Sargfabrik and its more sophisticated version - Miss Sargfabrik, which brought BKK fame in Austria and abroad, the studio also designs commercial and administrative buildings (IP.ONE, IP.TWO, ICUB). The interest in coexistence and refinement of both private and public spaces can be clearly traced in their design.

Selection of realized projects by BKK-3:

-
Sargfabrik Housing and Services Cooperative, Matznergasse, Vienna 

Built: 1994-1996

-
Miss Sargfabrik Housing and Services Cooperative, Missindorfstrasse, Vienna

Built: 1998 – 2000

-
IP. ONE, office building, Fernkorngasse, Vienna

Built: 2000 – 2001

-
IP. TWO, office building, Lerchenfeldergürtel, Vienna

Built: 2003

-
ICUB, office building, Milleniumpark, Lustenau (Vorarlberg State)

Built: 2004-2005

-
Dryer House, Baden

Project: 2004-2006

